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Julian, A.K.A. “MR. BEAUVAIS” .

il ® M e SHSMteacher for 20 years
e % o English Dept Head

S = ‘ o Religion Dept. Head (frm)
o AP Psychology

e MAUS somewhat overdong; —
looking for new topic/era SRR

e seminal critical & commercial
graphic novel; genre-defining

e lifelong Bat-Fan &
self-professed 80s geek




ki
" Caremr
Worked at QAA, Riverside School Board and The Sacred
Heart School of Montreal
%  Former Department Head for St. Johns and SHSM
% Teachables include: English, History, Communications,

Creative and Effective Writing
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| * Looking for student engagement
p 77 80s Music and Movie fan
%« Creating assignments that can not be Al Generated_ -




TEACHING THE
4 GRAPHIC NOVEL

VISUAL & TEXTUAL LITERACY

SUPPORTS DIVERSE LENRNERS

| —

INCREASES ENGAGEMENT

e —

|

c Combines images and words c Helps reluctant readers engage c Connects to student interests
c Builds multimodal reading skills c Supports ELL students c Visually stimulating
c Strengthens interpretation of c Provides context through visuals ‘ Less intimidating than traditional

. , !
visual cues | : P texts |

T

B ———



.........
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DEVELOPS CRITICAL THINKING EXPLORES COMPLEX THEMES DEVELOPS CRITICAL THINKING

& Requires inference between & Identity, power, social & Clear visualization of pacing
panels justice & Shows flashbacks and
€ Analyzes symbolism and visual € War, trauma, personal parallel plots
choices struggles & Helps students understand
C Encourages deeper ‘ Same rigor as traditional story design

interpretation literature







<= Definition: Zeitgeist refers to the
general intellectual, moral,and ~.

cultural climate of an era

Literally means “spirit of the
times” in German

(b

= The 1980s zeitgeist was
characterized by significant social,

political, and cultural shifts

P




Music: A central element of
the zeitgeist; focus on the
emergence of MTV & impact
on pop culture

(soap operas)

\.

Television: Marshal McLuhan - “Medium
is the message” as television expands,
begins to draw more people together in
immediacy (i.e. Challenger explosion) and
expansion into cable; emergence of CNN,
talk shows, popular shows of the times

/ A\ \\\ N

Fashion: Bright neon colours,
black leather and lace, fringe and
BIG hair

7~

Technological Revolution:
personal computers, cell phones,
video games, etc. B

AIDS Crisis & Attitudes
towards Homosexuality:
Homophobia and 9
social attitudes P

NS~

\
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The Legacy of the 70s

Watergate/Vietnam,
distrust of the
government and
authority.

Reagan

Impact, legacy, and
policies: economics,

neoliberalism, role in
end of Cold War, etc.

Urban Decay

Economic setbacks, lack of
infrastructure, rise in crime,
youth gangs, NYC, etc.
(FRANK MILLER interview).

Cold War & The Fall ,
gf the qu;et Union SRR
uclear anxieties, non- 5 \WARISS

proliferation, ‘STAR WARS,’

Gorbachev/reforms ] | f
(perestroika, glasnost), ‘Evil f(
Empire,’ fall of Eastern Block, etc. ¢ -SS




I1.B.
THE HISTORY OF AMERICAN COMIC BOOKS &
THE LURE OF THE I]ARIS KNIGHT

1 | | 1
| | | |
| | | |
1 | 1 1
THE GOLDEN AGE \ THE BRONZE AGE THE MODERN AGE
1930s - mid 1950s 1970s - mid 1980s mid 1980s - Present

THE SILVER AGE

mid 1950s - 1970s




THE GOLDEN AGE

I D .,
FUNNIES AMERI Arm efective
w— '%% COMIC§

1O O COMICS AND GAMES -PUZZLES-MAGIC

ORIGINS SUPERHEROES
The origins of comic books
(reprinted serials) & WWII
“sup;Phee%gz;r"gsgttr?oﬁsm 6 FIRST APPEARANCE
WWII themes Establishing a legend - origins

& lore (grim loner)



TONAL SHIFT

Lighter staries; Bat-Family,
Sci-Fi Elements

THE SILVER AGE

FREDRIC WERTHAM &
THE COMICS CODE AUTHORITY

Censorship & the impact of Seduction of the
Innocent on the comic book industry

1st WAVE OF
“BATMANIA" -
CAMP & KITSCH

Explosion of popularity;
remaking the character

ity

f’f/:’m A\




THE BRONZE AGE

RETURN TO FORM

0'Neil/Adams run - grim loner
returns; detective again; Joker
revamped

THE GRAPHIC NOVEL

Genre emerges;
non-superhero; underground,
but critical & literary acclaim

Comics mwrorsoual/culturalpol|t|ca| p )
trends (i.e. drug abuse, race relations, ' ‘_‘
feminism, war, death)




WATCHMEN

THE MODERN AGE (1)

Watchmen (1986) & The Dark
Knight Returns (1986)
redefines genre:

e Mmature storytelling in superhero genre
e (ritical s commercial successes =
legitimacy for the genre
e setstrends in storytelling for years to
come




THE MODERN AGE (2)

RISE OF THE GRAPHIC
NOVEL

Vertigo imprint; “Suggested For Mature Readers;”
mainstream acceptance & appeal; critical acclaim; no CCA

|
: THE 90s
- “grim n’ gritty;” sexualization

50th anniversary; Burton ‘89
film; prolific graphic novels




C. ROGUES & ALLIES (1)




COMMISSIONER
GORDON



D. MUTABILITY (1)

enduring for almost a century with no
signs of slowing down

reflects the eras in which he appears, and
changes with them; mirror into the times
core elements are universal & adaptable
joins the pantheon of literary &
mythological characters who share the
same characteristics of mutability (i.e.
Robin Hood, Sherlock Holmes, Dracula,
etc.)




MUTABILITY (2)

also transcends genres.....

TRUE CRIME & GOI;IHIIJCEBJ%N PSYCHOLOGICAL
NOIRI DETECTIVE ' . — ARKHAMAJI!..IIJDIII!,ITII;IIE-EIE,

YEAR ONE, BLACK MIRROR, THE
LONG HALLOWEEN

VENOM, THE KILLING JOKE

SSELL BRAUN

| . =
LUIS GARCIA-LOPEZ




MUTABILITY (3)

ACTION SCI-Fi
HUSH, TOWER OF BABEL, RETURN OF BRUCE WAVNE,
KNIGHTFALL, CATACLYSM BATMAN VS PREDATOR

DYSTOPIA

DARK KNIGHT RETURNS,
YEAR 100

o PAUL POPE
wirh JOSE VILLARRUBIR

and many more....




MUTABILITY (4)

Also transcends media.
Aside from comic books, novels, academia, and other printed material....

FILM TELEVISION
40S SERIALS, BURTON FILMS, 60S SERIES, GOTHAM, PENGUIN,

DARK KNIGHT TRILOGY, ETC. ETC.

BATMAN TAKES OVER [N
T 4 N ok

5N
peceiy i
(0 o s iy |




MUTABILITY (5)

ANIMATION

(Film and Television)
ADVENTURES OF BATMAN,
“DINI-VERSE” /DCAU, LEGO BATMAN, ETC.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

KEMAN
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THE ANIMATED ~ SERIES ..

VIDEO GAMES

FILM ADAPTATIONS, RISE OF SIN
TZU, ARKHAM TRILOGY, ETC.

USE WITH THE SEGA MEGA DRIVE VIOED EXTERTAINNENT

'/ PlaysStation.2 L

Y/ bz \[‘/' N\
1 ABATINAN-

RISE ORSIN TZU_
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I11.

RO THE
 DARK KNIGHT
RETURNS




GRAPHIC NOVEL IS DIVIDED INTO 4 BOOKS

EACH BOOK ANALYZED ACCORDING TO:
o FORMALIST APPROACH
o READER RESPONSE

o [Uiterany
> " Modes of Interpret

IN ADDITION, STUDENTS WILL ALREADY BE
FAMILIAR WITH OTHER MODES OF LITERARY

CRITICISM & USE THEM IN ANALYSIS:
CULTURAL/HISTORICAL (C/H)
POLITICAL (POL)

FEMINIST (F)

MORAL/ETHICAL (M/E)
PSYCHOLOGICAL (PSY)
ARCHETYPAL/MYTHOLOGICAL (A/M)

®:22 @ Ol @S @G

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS (I.LE. SCHOLARLY ARTICLES,
DOCUMENTARIES, ETC.) PROVIDED BY INSTRUCTORS AS WELL


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RCaQFpteEJYVuJ_K-590tEoJq6GvqtDg/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RCaQFpteEJYVuJ_K-590tEoJq6GvqtDg/view

TOPICS

IDENTITY - TRAUMA,
OBSESSION & DUALITY (PSY)
AGING VS MATURING (PSY)
ETHICS OF VIGILANTISM /
BILLIONAIRE CLASS (M/E)

%QMZ

billionaires on this
@et, and not one of
Ehose losers has
decided to become
Batman.

ecse ZarrEesT
e LUirban Decay

(©)
(@)
(@)
(€]

(©)

Crime

Drug use
Economics
Politics of
ethnicity
Disaffected youth

e Media

O
O
O

New forms
Oversaturation

Talk shows



TOPICS

THE LAW VS JUSTICE;
REVENGE (POL)
TOXIC MASCULINITY & THE
GLORIFICATION OF -
VIOLENCE (FEM)
ARCHETYPES

O DAT

o THE FOOL®

o THE CAVE

sosm

e :,f.fL_Irlzlan Decag
_;[cantmuecll '
| o Media
S rontinued)
- Reagan Erg -

o Legacy of the 1@s
(Watergate,
Vietnam)

o “Reaganomics”



Boox 111

TOPICS

FASCISM (INTRO) (POL)
RELATIONSHIP DYNAMICS
& QUEER THEORY (FEM)

S80S 2aTEEST
e ReaganEra

o [Cold War policies
o Iran/Contra

THE ETHICS OF VIOLENCE o Cultof
(M/E) | Personality
e RIDS Epidemic
8. Attitudes
towards

Homosexuality




TOPICS

FASCISM IN DKR (POL)

o BRUNO
REAGAN/SUPERMAN
“SONS OF BATMAN"
SOCIAL REACTIONS
MILLER?
SIGNS OF FASCISM IN
CURRENT GEOPOLITICAL

CLIMATE (P_OL)

@U@ ) 1O

uclear anxnatg 45
MAD
-'Praxg wars
o ;,,,Inl:ervenl:u:mlsm

W ‘o MECIIEI s
Propaganda







ﬁb METHIODS OF & Vﬂ&&ﬁﬁfﬁ@w I

THE PARK KNIGHT RETURNS MTV RIP
As students read they are close analysis of an 80s
guided by questions that music video .
> relate to literary criticism
(Historical, political cultural...)
)&\ Answers are graded
— - ﬁ
% LITERATURE RESPONSES | ' '
 ARTICLE REVIEWS MOOD BOARD ‘
|~ GROUP PRESENTATIONS | |INTERVIEW Sl @y
A\ ' FINAL UNIT ESSAY - | FEATURE ARTICLE |~




Writing Evaluations P

-

- . : : 1
Literature Responses || Scholarly Article Reviews The Feature Article _J/
= sy S
| Taken from The Best || Based on the 80s and || Personal interview of a
American Short Batman literature trusted adult which

Stories of the Eighties || (ex. Charlie Angus’ Article entitled | | then translates into a
“What the 80s left us”.) feature article

= S
AMERICAN
SHORT
STORIES=

EIGHTLES




NP MY ASSIGNMENT

TASK:

e Select and analyze one of 89 music videos
with strong social narratives (focusing on
80s culture).

e Deeply analyze lyrics, symbols, and
underlying social attitudes.

 Present findings in an oral presentation.

PRESENTATION DETAILS:
e Selected music video is shown to the class.
e One slide created to highlight visuals and
findings.




Dancing With Myself by Billy Idol - 1981

Introduction

o lconic 1980 video reflecting youth rebellion
and independence
e Visual Style & Mood
o  Dark, punk-inspired setting showing
aggression and nonconformity
e Film Techniques
o Low angles and fast cuts create power and
chaotic energy
e Symbols & Meaning
o  Dancing alone represents individuality in a
conformist society
e Social Issues & Relationships

o Highlights pressure to fit in and rise of 80s
individualism



“SOME OF THEM
WANT TO ABUSE,

Recorded by

SEURMATEMICSE

WANT TO BE
ABUSED”







Production:
The Mood Board Assignment ~ Nig™"

—= 3 = S

Create a poster board that captures the “mood”. of a cultural aspect from the 80s.

fashion, movies, comic books, social justice issues, or any combination of those
aspects.

It does not have to be limited to North America; the Eastern hemisphere was not
living a similar existence. Any culture’s mood is accepted.




;a. Foin, E@gﬁ@ S

— D | m.‘




THECIR

BORNYN THEUSA. i8¢
) \

@c: o gl T = e P F A "’Q
€y nadon ;

W i

; ‘n--




oge ol Achvism + Popuanden. ===

e dav, Death is in the back of my mind all the tim
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Fhe Personal
Interview

Choose an adult who lived
through the 80’s to interview.

Create a list of questions to ask
their interviewee

€3 Conduct and record the
interview. The transcript or
recording must be handed in.

Write a feature article on that

~— person, and their experience

growing up in the 1980’s.




, Mood Boards are displayed for parental perusal

Y Potluck meal / mocktails

€2 Dance party






Huthpr, i
Dangerous
Memory, +

‘ Amazon



https://tv.apple.com/ca/show/the-eighties/umc.cmc.44evk52kpm4yj0t0t2xf7zfuz
https://www.amazon.ca/Dangerous-Memory-Coming-Decade-Greed/dp/1487012888
https://www.amazon.ca/Best-American-Short-Stories-Eighties/dp/0395522226/ref=sr_1_1?crid=30CSN53IIDY3E&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.x6h5rt5pOCZVb-z0I_x7l1LCTYKw6gsH2mZlgQXA_jZ_Z9pjH-IVhBKk3Ho0La5bcKj9q0ixPSHoK3CZ0LnZvuoa2inh46_QnElkgm9cgLb5lv2GbEtukAPZo07XTbhA_aobbY316fCKN0T9i60NTlRgcinrMsfD-H0n5wv2RCeTKV86FaUiNf6zCgcRVZah86jhcHhYwfIogiFoY-B6VIGy4vEUoeMOUSBwlz7o-fgQUx_9GqddpBCAJI6fS_pju17xBC5SmF5WA1LUk1AhHtME76UR9zvjVYku8JpE4xo.rmthHLZexCjIVvx-KA7g70X-WsR7H2PyvHmow967nA8&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+eighties+best+american+short+stories&qid=1774215086&sprefix=the+eighties+best+amwrican+short+stories%2Caps%2C108&sr=8-1

AMERICAN COMIC BOOKS

Danny Fingeroth

¢ ® o ¢

- THE
american| [
s AMERICAN |

SUPERHEROES

A NEVER-ENDING BATTLE

Amazon

Comic Book Superheroes
Unmasked oy

YouTube Prime Video


https://www.amazon.ca/American-Comics-History-Jeremy-Dauber/dp/0393635600/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2EHSQLDI5P2BF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.RCM8X0sqf5j-Ji-4Sp0msM1_PTcnxFLEK8qZMOl6i138qJ03lzYYjoS6nBQh7HNuH1_CqJPoBtS9ld-4XVi6TN3I7dDTYgSqj0MP6df4DZDdTUQM7WMhkhBeQ45zBbHFtBIz9DyUSkWca-rTAT4SdgBkcTzRe5553BBhiJ0rpBq2KGfJIN50UKyE3o5QH8WFoCVRy1xVnDBRLHnDYvqsU1m9RasuiM6fzMU9yW15Xpod4Xm7kkVuX6cF9nA5WGhYzXYwzvTIGyf8-WTEV6rs8Ien6xcutCqah-zsoVJ06fk.gSc1vS0ljNPwD6Dkd_b-xuP3NvQz3WDG45oMNexsuqY&dib_tag=se&keywords=American+comic+books+history&qid=1774269941&sprefix=american+comic+books+history%2Caps%2C147&sr=8-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzALkmd4rNQ
https://www.primevideo.com/detail/Superheroes-A-Never-Ending-Battle/0PHV9KN0DSJSWVDM0NVCEJLMS4
https://www.amazon.ca/Superman-Couch-Superheroes-Ourselves-Society/dp/0826415407/ref=sr_1_1?crid=N2I8AR6E8DF8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ky-VlspEonLM7rMWitMCkVWYuClQA7u8uXLUKgL_409r_UjD86O9zfWcCkdAztOodsnES9pcEa_Iv4Fz7w8Ge-aNJSNm5OdBaGJ7oIyP5JaTJJ9om1eFBuLVLKzG-pY0.fAXe9NvF94umCAeECBPy1OMJ9eVqzYCndpzP40DYa_0&dib_tag=se&keywords=superman+on+the+couch&qid=1774270659&sprefix=superman+on+the+couch%2Caps%2C104&sr=8-1

BATMAN

Will Brooker

9
BLOOMSB U R Yo =sulis

Amazon

]osrz CAMPBELL

THE HERO WITH
A THOUSAND FACES™

Amazon



https://www.amazon.ca/Batman-Unmasked-Analyzing-Cultural-Icon/dp/0826413439/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1N9VUXY147IVJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.NNBMoA8tCjjLP4Kk_nbfsksZzDLcOYrM_U5NGNYD9lQHfxGNeOALRjjg_nrxw_rboPrMS4biW9xHglr-SR-X05lojWkIK_JWUaxYjrLXccxkQG00ZLB1WG9WwmOSM-7m3LastNouoFN5q5lc1O4VafPsHz1Bm63il-8rsn7mzmbB1Of2VnLv52j0l4agrFzPT5whZV3Yi1wRBXmCzFZxpDkMsfJGIA9ER88ncQP8vuGPO0IzJxN48teB6ah0U7U6RM36aQB3VSg9u8kpPZBm12iK80fqEEzPgYLv-w5x24Y.cSYiW_fuOlVa1ONd03G7tsVzyj3Y_p-V0ZwV9qrWkXc&dib_tag=se&keywords=batman+unmasked+book&qid=1774272204&sprefix=batman+unmasked+book%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.ca/Many-Lives-Batman-Approaches-Superhero/dp/0415903475
https://www.amazon.ca/s?k=joseph+campbell&i=stripbooks&crid=2FPYTI3KD4LJH&sprefix=joseph+campbell%2Cstripbooks%2C80&ref=nb_sb_noss_2

SIERILELS ELDIIRTIOLH WILLIAMIRWIN
EDITED BY

MARK D. WHITE ..o ROBERT ARP

BATMAN

AND
PHILOSOPHY

THE DARK KNIGHT
OF THE sSoOoUL

-

BLACKWELL PHILOSOPHY AND POP CULTURE SERIES

Amazon

: SECOND EDITION
REVISED AND UPDATED

D AR
A ND S TO
K NI G H

TRAVIS LANGLEY

FORE EINTRODUCTION BY INTRODUCTION BY

MICHAEL USLAN DENNIS O°NEIL

BATMAN

 ETHICS.

This book has not been approved, licensed, or
sponsored by afly entity or person involved in

oot DR = e ehed 1 WILEY Blackwell

Amazon



https://www.amazon.ca/Batman-Psychology-Dark-Stormy-Knight-ebook/dp/B09CJ6ZNQV/ref=sr_1_1?crid=11WCT78CURHSY&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qB3AMeVbgIWzh2ANgbVOz3EvDiUzJeMRmnuJAlcF2obzkotWqxZHC92ms9_mBTZWFHSYtzGdsRbBem0F0RvBB7nqPTldzsuTdqukMUdjbVdPYjam3qmYS58_YBpuY6TBJdjeOh6c08tG4sCCS-1uWEadvZhDCzPIxwJaxoBGW9not0PGqKFpbtkKFUbLFxdkMRKsHVYYThLyriwKRK_lZK3HaSBDXcttMGjl0ESbPkQcAzlONhzGR-0CiRs3WwmE63oytS9c2ZsPclIKz0Zgo49HpRmGgRf_GtsUlvu7k5U.-B4XVsTD9nUDmzhVeqdxQkpC3tPZ6aEAHCyKMirA9-I&dib_tag=se&keywords=batman+and+psychology&qid=1774275665&sprefix=batman+and+psychology%2Caps%2C87&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Batman-Philosophy-Dark-Knight-Soul/dp/0470270306/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3QW7ZA01VFEF7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TsnQ3HDSLrNNicfV3rz3muKrB2xnjwRNcE4mMUwQd7_KEq8bz216Loz5xsnNjSiT7APJt6sfYNh08sIoQlCnN_lD77-Cb2PrLgFvAACllfcShHKQu68P_WKVgqPI_dVleTcn4-YUyab_RSsLRnU2KhST2Nck2Y2VGnUQqRbcBblCkrnMdOXWCqeP4Yvdv_r2szfaG6rx5nwMA4ICuLddAJUb7tObPomzf4cgHHtrj_M_Y-98BhfCBlgUzNT4cZNj.dR2GIUip7kWDJzOTW29AAgXGrRKzjsPuY4yJvpRqAXg&dib_tag=se&keywords=batman+and+philosophy&qid=1774275597&sprefix=batman+and+philosophy%2Caps%2C90&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Batman-Ethics-Mark-D-White/dp/1119038022/ref=sr_1_1?crid=KZ477ZL0AH4S&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.9wmngx26oTNhWFsD9mwQ332BWKQRVsl0Gdl_HJeCDfGRxuhKhvh1RDBpc7wi366A.x-Vw9epnUDzs_gxxRBjcQtvfYYuEKW2nW8eNxVVuY8s&dib_tag=se&keywords=batman+and+ethics&qid=1774275853&sprefix=batman+and+ethics%2Caps%2C87&sr=8-1




Dy

Funand [ISUAUEY to introduce B e Different type of literature™

student OEI[[) ia & in-depth, study - wide appeal
mu_ap[NalLERF tudies , e Helps students connect

Only 2nd year of \ %Ith their parents and @=n

implementation; still AR \ e Cross Curricular

o Malleable elements, ne e Al has limited use therefore
|de§|s . it is harder to plagiarize
e (oreofideaisadaptable e Personal and authentic

can change subject/era ting
e Helps engender student /(L1819 ¢ e Culminating party -

rapport, relationships, anc 2@%&9%33? and
understanding Yip
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