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Brief Introduction of Project/critical thinking approach
Activity - Biography or Memoir?
Lesson overview
Criteria/rubric creation
Student work
Questions/book draw
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Using critical thinking
methods to find the
criteria of a memoir. 
Sorting activity
How did it inform their
writing?

Student work & Rubric
creation
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Big question: What are the differences bewtween a memoir and a
biography? What makes a story a memoir?

Purpose: Have students come up with the criteria of a memoir by
comparing it to a biography. 

Activity: Have the students look and read a variety of biography and
memoir picture books. They will then discuss what they found in a small
group and a whole group. (Compare and constrast, specific elelments,
etc)

Hands on Activity: Is it a biography or a memoir?



Biography or Memoir



What did they find after the sorting activity?

Biography:

Timeline of events
Starts when younger until the present or until the
year of death

Memoir:

Reflection of a moment/memory that has happened
Significant to the author, changed their lives



Criteria/Rubric:



After the sorting activity, the students had a more clear
idea as to what the criteria was for a memoir.

With that information the students started adding more to
their criteria to make a rubric. (This was something we had
already discussed and did in the past)

Used the rubric to inform their writing - looked back at the
rubric and used it during writing confrences.

Lesson Overview/Reflections



What worked and what didn’t work?
All of the students were engaged, dispite learning difficulties or
challenges.

Creating the criteria/rubric allowed the students to meet the
expectations for the learning activity at their learning.
Sorting activity had to be re-done with one of the groups
(classroom management, overall understanding of the task.)
Some students had to rethink their memoir, as it was similar to a
personal narrative. (Which we had written in term 1)



Thank you!

Questions?
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