
Introduction 

Dear colleagues, 

On behalf of the Association of Teachers of English in Quebec, we would like to invite 
all educators to ÒVOICEÓ, Springboards 2007 conference. ATEQÕs mission is to provide 
support and professional growth for the English language school community. Real 
communities flourish when we bring together the VOICES, hearts and souls of the people 
who inhabit them. 

In the last twenty-five years or so, research has provided significant evidence that 
collaborative academic talk is at the heart of the learning experience. According to 
Barnes, Òtalk is a major means by which learners explore the relationship between what 
they already know and new observations or interpretations which they meet.Ó 

The Springboards Annual Language Arts Conference is designed for both early career 
and master teachers to reflect on literacy and learning. Springboards is a professional 
conference which offers an opportunity for discussions and presentations on all aspects of 
language arts learning and teaching. We will learn more about the authentic voice in the 
classroom. Verbal interaction with colleagues helps to clarify thinking and introduces us 
to new perspectives that can facilitate reflection and innovative ideas. 

We are especially excited this year as we are partnering with the Blue Metropolis 
International Literary Festival. You will therefore have an opportunity to attend Blue 
Metropolis events as well. 

We are looking forward to seeing you on April 26th and 27th! 

Donna Lahache     Barbara Phillips 
President of ATEQ     Springboards Chair 
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Conference Planning Committee 

Barbara Phillips     Conference Chair 
The Study 

Michelle Warner     Program Chair 
Vanguard Intercultural High School

Louise Bourque     Treasurer 
Heritage Regional High School 

Jackie Leclaire     Hospitality 
Kahnawake Survival School 

Stacy Dale Hospitality 
Coll•ge International Marie de France 

Marina Delas      Registration

Program Committee 

Eric Angen 
Vanguard Elementary School

Susan Brisson 
Centennial Park School 

Michele Luchs 
MELS/EMSB 

Springboards-ATEQ Website 
www.nald.ca/ateq 
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Conference Schedule 

Time       Activity

Thursday, April 26th, 2007 
6:30 p.m. Ð 8:30 p.m. Cocktails / Opening Gala 

Friday, April 27th, 2007 

7:30 a.m. Ð  8:00 a.m. Registration 

8:00 a.m. Ð  9:00 a.m. Early Bird Session 
Beaconsfield Librarians 

9:15 a.m. Ð  10:15 a.m. Keynote Address 

10:15 a.m.  Ð  11:00 a.m. Coffee Talk / Exhibits 

11:00 a.m.  Ð  12:00 p.m. Session A 

12:00 p.m.  Ð  1:30 p.m. Lunch 

1:30 p.m.  Ð  2:30 p.m. Session B 

2:45 p.m.  Ð  3:45 p.m. Session C 

4:00 p.m.  Ð  5:00 p.m. Closing Ceremony 

LEARN - Connect with us! Stop by, view our resources, and browse our website at 
www.learnquebec.ca. 
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Authors

Linda Christensen 
Linda Christensen is the author of Reading, Writing, and Rising Up: Teaching for Social 
Justice and the Power of the Written Word, and co-editor of Rethinking Our Classrooms: 
Teaching for Equity and Justice and Rethinking School Reform: Views from the 
Classroom.For the last thirty years, she has taught high school language arts and worked 
as a Language Arts Curriculum Specialist in Portland, Oregon. Linda is currently the 
Director of the Oregon Writing Project (OWP), located in the Graduate School of 
Education at Lewis & Clark College. She received the Fred Heschinger Award for use of 
research in teaching and writing from the National Writing Project in 1998 and the U.S. 
West Outstanding Teacher of Western United States for “Reaching Beyond Classroom
Walls”.
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Lori Norton-Meier 
Lori Norton-Meier is currently an assistant professor in Literacy Education at Iowa State 
University. As a classroom teacher, Lori taught for seven years in an inner-city 
environment where many of her students lived in poverty and for whom English was a 
second language. This classroom experience generated many questions and she has spent 
recent years studying students’ literate lives in and out of school contexts. Her areas of 
interest include early childhood literacy, family literacy, and media literacy, particularly 
related to gender. She has multiple publications in literacy studies, including a 
forthcoming book on ethnographic studies of family literacy in and out of school 
contexts.

Monique Polak 
Monique Polak is the author of seven novels for young adults. She is the recipient of two 
Canadian Children’s Book Centre “Our Choice” awards, as well as an award from the 
American Library Association. Monique has been teaching English Literature, 
Humanities and Creative Writing at Marianopolis College since 1987. One of her courses 
is called “Writing for Children”. Monique is a frequent contributor to The Gazette. Her 
work has also appeared in the Globe and Mail, the National Post, and Newsday. 
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Sylvia Gunnery 
Sylvia Gunnery is the author of many novels for teens and children, including Out of 
Bounds(Lorimer, 2004), and its sequel, Personal Best (Lorimer, 2005). Out of Bounds
has been nominated for the Hackmatack Children’s Choice Award 2007. A recipient of a 
Prime Minister’s Award for Teaching Excellence, she describes many of her classroom
strategies in her teachers’ resource, Just Write! (Pembroke, 1998). She has written guided 
reading books published by Curriculum Plus and is the editor of their new Porcupine first 
chapter book series. Sylvia has presented at conferences, libraries, and schools across 
Canada and works on curriculum development and assessment initiatives with the Nova 
Scotia Department of Education. She lives at Crescent Beach on the South Shore of Nova 
Scotia.

Anne Renaud 
Anne Renaud is a life-long Quebecker, born in Valleyfield, and currently living in 
Westmount. She received her Bachelor of Translation from Concordia University in 
Montréal. She has translated two picture books for children and has also published over a 
hundred non-fiction articles and craft projects in Canadian, American, and Australian 
children’s magazines, including YESMag, Cricket, CHIRP, Helix, Faces, Odyssey, and 
Read. A Bloom of Friendship: The Story of the Canadian Tulip Festival, Anne’s first 
children’s book, is dedicated to her uncle who fought in Holland during World War II. It 
has been short-listed for the Silver Birch Award, the Hackmatack Children’s Choice 
Award, as well as the 2007 Red Cedar Book Award.
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Bonnie Farmer 
Bonnie Farmer is an elementary school teacher and a children’s author whose latest 
children’s book, ABC Letters in the Library (2004-hardcover; 2005-paperback) was a 
Canadian Children’s Book Centre 2006 Choice and is distributed in Canada and the U.S. 
In 2001, she published IsaacÕs Dreamcatcher, another Canadian Children’s Book Centre 
Choice for 2003. 

Dennis Lee 
Dennis Lee is the author of more than twenty books for adults and children, including 
Civil Elegies (Anansi), which won the Governor General’s Literary Award for Poetry, 
and the classic children’s book Alligator Pie. Lee was one of the founders of House of 
Anansi Press forty years ago. In 2003, he was named Toronto’s poet laureate.
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OPENING GALA 
THURSDAY, APRIL 26th, 2007 

6:30 p.m. Ð 8:30 p.m. 

Rick Miller  
Actor/Singer 

Come enjoy excerpts from MacHomer (the Simpsons do MacBeth), a play that has now 
been performed on four continents in 100 cities to almost half a million people. 
MacHomer is a multi-media vocal extravaganza that takes one of ShakespeareÕs bloodiest 
tragedies and crosses with 50 voices from TVÕs most enduring dysfunctional family. ItÕs 
silly fun, but it actually helps high school students enjoy Shakespeare; they immediately 
identify with the characters, thereby unblocking any barriers they have set up against his 
language. Rick will also provide teachers with a glimpse of some of his musical parodies: 
Phantom of the Karaoke Bar, Bohemian Rhapsody performed by 25 of the most annoying 
voices in the music industry, to name a few. These high-energy sketches that satirize pop 
music and contemporary popular culture are just a small taste of RickÕs endless talents. 
Come laugh out loud and enjoy this highly entertaining and creative performance. 

Greater Montreal Chorus of Sweet Adelines 

The Greater Montreal Chorus of Sweet Adelines is a group of women dedicated to 
singing a cappella four part harmony. The chorus has existed for over forty years and 
performs at many varied functions. Under the guidance of our new director, Joy Kertland, 
we are constantly improving and expanding our repertoire and having fun doing so. If 
you enjoy singing and are interested, stop into rehearsal any Monday evening at 7:30 
p.m. at the Mountainside United Church, 687 Roslyn Blvd., Westmount. Interested in 
having us sing for your future function? Call Glenda at 450-437-5424. 

Writ ing the Word and the World : Crafting L iteracy in Troubled Times
General 

Linda Christensen 
Director , Oregon Wr iting Project @ Lewis &  Clark College 
Editor, Rethinking Schools 

Teachers build classroom communities that include or exclude students from traditionally 
marginalized groups. This session will examine how the choices teachers make influence 
students of poverty, students of color, and English language learners. From the books we 
choose to the ways we ÒcorrectÓ student papers, we either endorse a world view that 
embraces or pushes away our most vulnerable students. 
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SESSIONS- FRIDAY, APRIL 27th, 2007 

Page by Page: Reading/Writing Connections
Elem Cycle 1, 2 & 3

Sylvia Gunnery 
Writer/Editor/Education Consultant 

Reading and writing are partners in literacy Ð each informs and inspires the other. 
Participants will read, write, and explore, Page by Page, ways in which student 
writers learn from published authors. Sylvia Gunnery brings to this workshop her vast 
experiences as an educator and an author of many novels for young people. 

Writing for the Middle Years 
Elem Cycle 3 

Sylvia Gunnery 
Writer/Editor/Education Consultant 

Writing fiction for young people means being a voice in a vibrant world. Participants 
will consider: where experience and fiction meet; themes and characters that matter to 
young readers; how current trends affect writing; and the need for hopeful endings. 
Sylvia Gunnery offers valuable insights gained through Writing for the Middle Years
since 1984. 

Getting Kids to Read (and Write) 
Sec Cycle 1 & 2 

Monique Polak 
Author/Journalist/Teacher, Marianopolis College 

In order to encourage young people to read, teachers need to model a positive attitude 
and the readings we assign need to be relevant to our students. In this workshop, 
Monique Polak will discuss ways to get kids hooked on reading. Because reading and 
writing go hand-in-hand, Monique will also include strategies for making writing 
more fun. 
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Language learning in China and Canada: An examination of 
teaching methods across time and space 
Elem Cycle 1 & 2 

Jo Anne Kingsley 
Assistant Professor, Bishop’s University 

Na xin Tang 
Teacher in China from 1992 to 2002  

A teacher in China for 10 years will explore the changes in early first language 
learning in China by comparing and contrasting teaching methods in 1986 with 
current methodology. A researcher and former teacher from Québec will examine a 
teacher’s role in second language literacy learning in an elementary class.  

Preserving the Voices of Our Past 
Elem Cycle 1 & 2 

Anne Renaud 
Author 

Everybody has a story. In this workshop, children’s author, Anne Renaud, will focus 
on ways teachers can help their students become “historians” and preserve the voices 
of their past, through the written word. Having begun her career by being published in 
children’s magazines, Renaud will also provide information on venues to which 
young writers can submit their work for possible publication. 

Making Stories, Making Books 
Elem Cycle 1 

Bonnie Farmer 
Author/Teacher, English Montréal School Board  

The presenter, Bonnie Farmer, is the author of two picture books – Isaac’s 
Dreamcatcher and ABC Letters in the Library. Miss Farmer will use these to show 
teachers how picture books can help students generate vocabulary and images to 
create their own stories. 
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Br inging the Holocaust into the Classroom
Elem Cycle 3, Sec Cycle 1 

Freda Solman 
Carole Touchette 
Elem Cycle 3 Teachers, Westpark School 

In this workshop, we will show participants what we experienced during our three-
week seminar at Yad Vashem (the Holocaust Center in Jerusalem) International 
School of Holocaust Studies and Israel this past summer. We will introduce them to 
the website at Yad Vashem and demonstrate how it can be used for teachers and 
students. We will also discuss our teaching experiences of the Holocaust, 
emphasizing the pilot project done by the Montreal Holocaust Center on the book, 
HanaÕs Suitcase. 

An African Adventure: Introducing Language Arts Summer Project, 
2006 
Elem Cycle 1 &  2 

Judy Labow
Head Teacher , Family &  Child Psychiatry, Jewish General Hospital 

Melanie Thomas 
4th Year Education Student, McGill University 

A group of four educators developed a program aimed at introducing 20-25 children, 
aged six to eleven, in an African shanty town, to the world of books and reading. A 
second group of pupils created an African Alphabet Book and a book of photographs 
with text. 

Enhanced Reading Comprehension Through Improvised Drama 
Elem Cycle 1, 2 &  3 

David Dillon 
Professor , Faculty of Education, McGill University 

The purpose of this experiential workshop is to train participants in Story Drama, an 
approach to improvisational drama designed to enhance childrenÕs comprehension of 
stories by fostering personal response to literature and critical thinking. The presenter 
will lead a Story Drama session for participants and provide an 
explanation/discussion of key principles of the approach in order to enable 
participants to implement the approach themselves with stories they use with pupils in 
their own classrooms. 
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Empowering Youth Through Media 
Sec Cycle 1 & 2 

Alyssa Kuzmarov 
Productions Vision Oracle 

Productions Vision Oracle offers educational workshops in Québec schools using 
writing and video documentary to help students channel their energy in a meaningful 
and motivating way and to develop self-esteem, respect, and tolerance. During this 
presentation, members of the group will show a documentary film produced in one 
Montréal high school and share the powerful process involved in creating it. Students 
who were involved in the project will also be present to share their experiences.  

A Novel Approach to Novels – TV Night 
Sec Cycle 1 

Nicole Caissie 
Teacher, Collège Charles-Lemoyne 

Give your students a chance to voice their understanding of a class novel through a 
creative production of a TV night. The breakdown of the work and structure given to 
Secondary Cycle 1 students as they worked through Holes by Louis Sachar will be 
discussed. 

Hip Hop Culture, Slam Poetry, and the Development of a “Spoken 
Word” Curriculum 
Sec Cycle 1 & 2 

Bronwen Low
Assistant Professor, Integrated Studies in Education, McGill University 

The presenter discusses a “spoken word” Senior English course which she helped 
develop and teach in an urban high school in upstate New York. The course built 
upon student interest in rap music and freestyle oral poetry and culminated in a 
competitive mock-Olympic poetry slam.  
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Dinner for Two and Two More
General 

Janet Perlman 
Film Director, National Film Board of Canada, Hulascope Studio 

The award-winning National Film Board of Canada animated shorts Dinner for Two, 
Bully Dance, and Why Me?, will be presented. The filmmaker will talk about the 
inspirations and challenges that went into developing the films, which deal with 
social issues such as conflict resolution, bullying, and accepting death. 

Understanding the Voice of Silence – Looking at Support for 
Individuals With Different Learning Styles 
General 

Brenda McBride 
Product Manager – Learning Disabilities 

Elizabeth Walcot 
Post-Doctoral Researcher, Université de Sherbrooke 

This session gives participants an overview of assistive technology and how this 
technology can promote the inclusion of all students. It provides descriptions of 
activities using specific websites to improve students’ learning, and promotes a 
dialogue about the impact of such technology and learning activities on students and 
teachers. 

Listening to the Voices: Student Empowerment through Online 
Collaborative Learning 
Elem Cycle 3, Sec Cycle 1 & 2 

Sharon Peters 
English Teacher, Lower Canada College 

Online collaborative learning projects provide students with an authentic audience 
and a sense of student empowerment by giving them a voice to engage in dialogue 
and feedback. The Internet has become the read/write/speak/listen web which has the 
power to connect students in safe, dynamic environments. Wikis, blogs, and moodles 
will be highlighted. 
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From Listening to Our Voices to Hearing Their Voices
Sec Cycle 1 

Carmen Bowles 
Scott Emery 
Teachers, Central QuŽbec School Board 

Anne Lemay 
Coordinator, Educational Services, Central QuŽbec School Board 

Donna Sinclair 
Teacher, Central QuŽbec School Board on loan to the MELS evaluation team 

How can promoting young adult literature through book talks turn into a collaborative 
project which provides a realistic alternative to the class novel? CQSB teachers went 
from book talks to creating a Learning and Evaluation Situation for their Secondary 
Cycle 1 students. All teachers will be provided with a copy of the LES, and three 
lucky teachers will receive the LES with the six accompanying novels. 

Differentiated Instruction: Meeting the Learning Needs of all 
Students
General 

Marg Craig 
Pearson Education Faculty Member 

“Students are more successful in school when teachers plan instruction that is 
responsive to their needs.Ó (Reflections on Literacy, Pearson Education, 2006) This 
session will explore a framework for teaching that supports differentiated instruction, 
as well as exploring practical strategies that will help teachers identify and respond to 
the learning strengths and needs of the students in the classroom. 

Hearing Voices
General 

Dylan Spevack-Willcock 
Author /Storyteller  

A well-known Montréal storyteller and author offers exercises to help students find 
their voices in the process of writing and performing personal stories and folktales. 
Adaptations of exercises for different ages will be suggested. The workshop will end 
with a discussion of story-projects that schools may wish to organize. 
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Life in a (not so) crowded place: Language play and learning in an 
on-line chat room community 
Sec Cycle 1 & 2 

Lori Norton-Meier 
Assistant Professor, Iowa State University 

Internet “chat rooms” provide a unique space for young females to explore a new 
form of communication using reading and writing as a tool to meet new people from
all over the world, sharing interests and exploring their developing literacies. What 
can we learn about language and literacy from this unique communicative 
environment to inform our own teaching? 

Promoting a Reader-Centered Environment That Echoes Voice and 
Choice 
Sec Cycle 1 

Joan K. Wasserman 
Pedagogical Consultant, Sir Wilfrid Laurier School Board 

Monic Farrell 
Jocelyn Haas-Goerner 
Brenda Burridge 
Eugenia Kyriakopoulos 
Hedy Newman 
Lia Maggiorino 
Rheanna O`Reilly 
Teachers, Sir Wilfrid Laurier School Board 

Many of us are members of book clubs and circles where we choose our titles and 
develop lasting relationships through interactions with other readers. At the Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier School Board, a group of teachers embarked on their journey of 
modeling talk and choice to create the context of a reader-centered classroom. This 
workshop will address the strategies they used in their quest to give their students an 
inquiry-based approach to reading and talk. 
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Podcasting – The World is your Audience 
      General 

Susan van Gelder 
Educational Consultant, LEARN 

Turn your students on to writing by creating podcasts which can be heard by a wide 
audience. How are teachers using podcasts? Find out what tools you need to create 
one and see how it is done. Learn how to subscribe to podcasts. Help your students 
find their voices to share with the world. 

Multigenre does not mean Multi Problems!  
Sec Cycle 2 

Norma A. Hubbard 
Teacher, Heritage Regional High School 

The multigenre paper is the perfect choice to give students “voice” in the classroom. 
Learn how to set up, organize, and assess multigenre papers. Samples of student work 
will be presented, along with how to assess using a standard writing rubric. This 
workshop is based on Tom Romano’s approach to multigenre writing. Although 
multigenre writing can be used at various grade levels, this workshop will focus on 
senior level writing. 

Text, Poems, and Rock and Roll: Teachers and students using film, 
music, and popular culture to enhance teaching and learning
Sec Cycle 1 & 2 

Lori Norton-Meier 
Assistant Professor, Iowa State University 

Imagine using the movie, The Fast and the Furious, to teach physics concepts! Come 
experience how teachers use film, music, and popular culture to truly leave no child 
behind, to not only influence student learning in academic content areas, but to also 
develop a crucial critical perspective on media literacy. 
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I Bombed on Jeopardy! 
      General 

John Moore 
Host of The John Moore Show, NewsTalk 1010 CFRB 
Entertainment Editor, CFRB, Mix 96, CJAD 800 

Award-winning broadcaster John Moore, whose take no prisoners entertainment 
reporting and movie reviews have been cracking up people for twenty years, was 
somewhat humbled by his appearance on the renowned game show, Jeopardy. In his 
now celebrated I Bombed on Jeopardy! speech, John explains what went so terribly 
wrong when he decided he knew just as much as those eggheads he watched every 
night on TV. 

Integrating intercultural and multicultural education across the 
curriculum: A framework for curriculum planning 
General 

Dr. Lisa Taylor 
Associate Professor, Bishop’s University 

A practical workshop which draws both from current theory and a wealth of 
classroom resources to help you integrate intercultural, multicultural and social 
justice perspectives into your curriculum planning and pedagogy across the 
curriculum at both the elementary and secondary levels! A practical framework which 
is carefully integrated with the Cross-curricular Competencies of the QEP, but which 
also can guide extra-curricular planning. A theoretically-informed practical workshop 
for teachers, animators and curriculum consultants. 

Where I’m From: Inviting Student Lives Into the Classroom 
Elem Cycle 3, Sec Cycle 1 & 2 

Linda Christensen 
Director, Oregon Writing Project @ Lewis & Clark College 
Editor, Rethinking Schools 

The ways we organize classroom life should seek to make children feel significant 
and cared about Ð by the teacher and by each other. In this workshop, Linda 
Christensen will share a variety of poetry prompts that help move students to listen 
and care about each other while they build literacy skills. 
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Writers’ Workshop: Empowering Kids to Write the Stories of      
Their Lives 

       Sec Cycle 2, General 

Meredith Goldberg 
Secondary Cycle 2 English Teacher, Selwyn House School 

WritersÕ Workshop can be an empowering experience for students. It all begins with 
the Lifebook, a place to nurture the stories of everyday life. Through mini-lessons, 
these seeds are expanded into short texts, full of rich images and emotion. This 
workshop will detail the daily life of a class living WritersÕ Workshop and give you 
the tools you need to do it with your own class of students. 

Literacy in Action!
Sec Cycle 1 & 2 

Jennifer Maselli 
Joanna Genovezos 
Melissa Ledo 
Teachers, Lester B. Pearson High School 

Participants will have an opportunity to hear about a high schoolÕs commitment to 
promoting literacy activities that support learning. Coffee house? Poetry slam?
Mural? If these activities pique your interest, join us! 

The Power of Media Literacy 
Elem Cycle 3 

Elana Agulnik 
Teacher, The Study 

Four to six students and their teacher will demonstrate, through the study of 
advertising, how they developed, created, and built a product.  
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Operation Codebreak
Elem Cycle 1 

Penny Bloch 
Learning Disabilities Specialist/Lead Teacher , Learning Associates of Montr eal 

This session offers teaching strategies in using phonics to help elementary cycle one 
students learn to read. This session will be of particular interest to teachers who are 
looking to expand their repertoire of tools to more effectively support students who 
are experiencing difficulty learning how to read. 

Journal Wr iting and Digital Cameras 
Elem Cycle 3, Sec Cycle 1 

Andrew Adams 
Teacher, LaurenHill Academy 

The main goal of this project was to give students an opportunity to express their 
hopes, dreams, and experiences in life. These writings express how students view 
themselves and the relationships they have with each other. During this project, 
students were allowed to play with words in the same manner that young children 
play with sand at the park, experimenting with texture and feel, and manipulating and 
shaping the words to express themselves. 

Should there be zoos? 
Elem Cycle 2 

Zenia Dusaniwsky 
Hannah Hershman 
Clare Gaber t 
Teachers, St. GeorgeÕs School 

Have you heard there’s a new unit in town? It’s called, “Should there be zoos?” This 
is a Learning Evaluation Situation commissioned by the Ministry. Learn how to 
involve your students in critical thinking, talk for learning, and peer conferencing in 
the context of working through complex tasks. This language arts unit was originally 
created for Cycle 2. However, it lends itself to creative teachers who have the 
capacity to adapt and not just adopt. 
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A Young Voice to be HeardÉ  
Elem Cycle 2 &  3 

James Valitchka 
Author 

Mary Ellen Mason 
Teacher/Concordia University Applied Linguistics Graduate Student 

Elle Reyes 
Author 

Twelve-year-old bestselling Canadian author James Valitchka will read two of his 
picture books, Superheroes Don’t Have Dads and I’m Not Brown, I’m Human as the 
colorful illustrations are projected simultaneously. Teachers and co-authors Elle 
Reyes and Mary Ellen Mason will also present several activities from the recently 
published Superheroes Teacher’s Manual. 

QuŽbec Roots: The Place Where I Live Ð A Blue Metropolis 
Educational Programme 
Elem Cycle 3, Sec Cycle 1 &  2 

Ma•tŽ de Hemptinne 
Educational Programmes Coordinator, Blue Metropolis Foundation 

Susan Brisson 
Teacher, Centennial Park School 

Isabelle Guay 
Teacher, ƒcole Ulluriaq 

Monique Polak 
Author /Journalist/Teacher , Mar ianopolis College 

Blue Metropolis FoundationÕs educational programmes bring professional writers and 
artists into direct contact with students and their teachers around QuŽbec, in person 
and over the Internet. Hear all about Québec Roots: The Place Where I Live from
writers and teachers involved. 
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Introduction to Video Production with the NFB CinŽRoboth•que 
Sec Cycle 1 &  2 

Gilles Roy 
Team Leader, NFB CinŽRoboth•que 

With facilitators, learn how to use the camera, demystify the language of film, and 
finish your apprenticeship with a few shooting exercises. See how learning video can 
complement your teaching and open new opportunities for learning. 

Reading Strategies to Engage the Struggling Reader  
Elem Cycle 3 

Louise Bourque 
Teacher, Heritage Regional High School 

Donna Lahache 
Principal, Tsi Snaihne School, Akwasasne, Ontario 

Many students partake in the act of reading by flipping pages. However, as their eyes 
slide over the words, their thoughts are on evening plans or conversations with 
friends. This is not real reading. Real reading involves the reader constructing 
meaning through the process of questioning, clarifying, predicting, and making 
connections to prior experience and knowledge. In addition, students need to be able 
to identify areas of misunderstanding during the reading of a text. In this hands-on 
workshop, we will explore strategies that engage the struggling and reluctant reader 
in the process of making meaning of a text. We will provide participants with a 
handout of practical reading strategies that can be easily implemented in the 
classroom. 

Authentic Projects That Work
Sec Cycle 2 

Abigail Anderson, MELS 

Michele Luchs, MELS, and students 

This session will examine a powerful project where students were asked to create a 
public service campaign for a local non-profit organization. As well as sharing how 
the project was put together and how it fits into the SELA curriculum and viewing 
some of the students’ work, participants will meet a group of students and homeless 
youth who worked together, with Dans la Rue (a Montréal organization), to change 
the publics perception of street kids. 
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National Film Board Screening Session 
General 

Sit back, relax, and enjoy some films from the NFBÕs Talespinners series. 

Early Bird Special for Elementary Teachers 
Elem Cycle 1, 2 &  3 

Geraldine Rose 
Librarian, Beaconsfield Library 

Come find out which titles you should have in your elementary classroom! 

Early Bird Special for Secondary Teachers 
Sec Cycle 1 &  2 

Sue Tee 
Librarian, Beaconsfield Library 

Certain VOICES soar above the cacophony to be heard and some of the most 
compelling ones manifest themselves in written format. Exciting, vibrant, 
provocative, demanding, here are some of the best and newest books for teens today- 
dread-filled mysteries, extreme adventures, sweet/hot romances, incredible fantasies, 
and life-altering realities. This presentation will cover titles appropriate for teens and 
older readers who have high and varied interests, but low reading skills. A 
bibliography will be provided. 

Yesno 
General 

Dennis Lee 
Author 

Here is a stunning new collection of poetry by one of our most beloved and renowned 
poets. Yesno is a companion volume to the much-praised UN (Anansi, 2003), and 
continues Dennis LeeÕs urgent poetic project, which is to grapple with the question of 
the earthÕs and humankindÕs future. But where the earlier book concentrated on the 
deadly impasse to which we humans have brought the planet, Yesno is lighter and 
more playful, canvassing the possibility of hope. It explores an ethic of Òyesno,Ó 
simultaneously embracing pessimism and hope.  
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Registration Information 

Conference Costs

Early Bird  Prior to February 28th  $180.00 

Regular Rate  March 1st- March 31st  $200.00 

Late Registration April 1st - 18th    $220.00

Registration includes cocktails on Thursday and coffee, morning snacks, and lunch on 
Friday.

Payment

Make cheque or money order payable to Springboards. Please note that postdated 
cheques will be returned and registration will not be processed. Confirmation of 
registration will be sent by email or fax. 

There will be no refunds and no on-site registrations will be accepted. 

General Questions 
Barbara Phillips 
514-935-9352 x303(work) 
514-979-3995 (cell) 
springboards2007@hotmail.com 
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SPRINGBOARDS 2007 REGISTRATION FORM 

Surname:_______________________First Name:_______________________________ 

Street Address: ____________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ 

Postal Code: ______________________________ 

Occupation: ______________________________ 

Are you a presenter? Yes No 

Main area of interest: Elem Cycle 1 Elem Cycle 2 Elem Cycle 3 

     Sec Cycle 1  Sec Cycle 2 

Name of school: _______________________________________ 

School Board: _________________________________________ 

Telephone Numbers- Home: Work:

Email: 

Please help us estimate the size of sessions and the arrangement of the final program by 
indicating the number of six sessions that interest you the most. 

I have included my cheque payable to Springboards for the amount of: 

______ Early Bird Prior to February 28th $180.00
______ Regular Rate March 1st- March 31st $200.00
______ Late Registration Apr il 1st - 18th $220.00

Make your cheque payable to Springboards and mail this registration form to: 
Springboards 2007 
c/o Louise Bourque 
1723 Place Costain 
St. Bruno, QC 
J3V 3B5 
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